[Lambda Coalition continues on path to recognition

Kevin Kendall
(o]

Note: Because of the sensi

ve natwre of this story the names

University of Richmond stu

lents interviewed have been
hanged

uring the weekend David

Braverman, assistant dean of
Richmond College and faculty
advisor to the Lambda Coaliuon,
received about six prank phone
calls

Most were made by drunken

allers and all made jokes about
the idea of a support group for

ys, lesbians, bisexuals, and sup

porters of their rights, Braverman
estimated about 10 people were
involved because each caller
seemed (0 have an audience

‘Tt was just like immature drunk
kids making prank cails,” Braver
man said. "I was disappointed, but
I would estimate that only about
10 people were involved. So out
of a population of about 3,500 stu-
dents on campus we have 10 13.
year-olds out there,

“In perspective it is really not

that bad, but one negative experi-
ence can tend to color your per-
ception. But [ have had enough
positive feedback from faculty
and administrators 1 more than
offset that.”

One positive thing for the group
15 that the Lambda Coalition ban-
ner has remained up in the Tyler
Haynes Commons for an entire
week,  Also, the group has
received two letters of support
from students in the “supporters
of thear nghts category.”

Initial University Approval

Yesterday the Richmond College
Student Affairs Committee, made
up of administrators, faculty and
students, voted 1o recommend that
the faculty of arts and sciences
recognize the Support group as an
official campus organization at its
meeting Feb, 20,

Of the calls Braverman said he
received over the weekend, half
were from women, and many
asked questions about why the
group was needed.

“One woman asked, ‘Why do
we need a homosexual support
group? There's no heterosexual
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« Sexual orientation does not
affect a person’s ability to con-
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support group,"” Braverman said.
“I'wish she had left her name and
number on my answering
machine so that I could tell her to
start a heterosexual support group
if she feels that we need one, |
would be more than happy (o be
an advisor to that group, oo,
“One of the most important

things any college student has o
come to terms with is his or her
sexual identity, Dealing with sex-
uality Is not easy and generally we
do 1 lousy job about talking about
it in this country.”

One of the best parts about the
Lambda Coalition is the support
that it provides its members,
Braverman said. “They are so
thrilled to have a group,” he said,
“and 1o have the opportunity o
come together and talk in a place
where they are not outcasts and
where they feel they are normal.”

Students who feel alienated

socially often have difficulty
performing in many areas,
Braverman said. “To know that
they had the support of the Uni-
versity and each other made them
feel good.”

Braverman said he is a believer
in the group process and that he
wanted 1o make it clear that the
Lambda Coalition is a support
group and not a dating service,

As long as there 15 a need for
such a group it should be there, he
said

“Many of the students who
called made comments like,
‘Didn’t they know this was a con-
servative campus when the
came?’ and 'If they don't Jike it
here why don’t they just leave,'”
Braverman said. “But most stu-
dents don’t pay much attention to
the political environment of the
campus when they choose a
school and why should they have
to leave just because that one part
of their lives makes them feel
uncomfortable.”

It is difficult for students to
grow in an environment where
they are living in a state of fear or
denial, Braverman said.

“Some choose to repress feelings
about their true sexual orienta
ton,"” he said. “And many don't
begin 1o really examine those feel-
ings until they are away from
home and without family pres
sure. ...

“The goal of a liberal arts educa
ton 1s to explore yourself and
your ideas—not just your sexual
identity-—and 1o grow with the
experience of that education.”

Joseph, a senior and member of
the Lambda Coalition, said, “Col-
lege is supposed to be a place
where you challenge your ideas,
But it scems like people here are
afraid to have their own ideas
when college is the best chance 1o
get away from home and experi-
ence new ideas. That's not hap-
pening enough here, It's almost a
sheltered little campus out on the
West End of the city. It's just not

Homosexuals in the Military
But the issues of homosexuality
are real and they go far beyond
this sheltered campus.
With the war in the Persian Gulf

« The government should not
aclass of citizens solely
mu others are prejudiced

against
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as indicated by widely acc
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A motion pmed at the Sept. 6,
1990, meeting of the Univeristy of
Richmond arts and sciences facul-
ty asking that a commitee invesit-

ume if students” were
vuolnod by t:(o Defense

‘Dealing with sexuality is not easy
and generally we do a lousy job
about talking about it in this coun-

try. *

—David Braverman

that it was a recommendation
needing fusther approval of the E.
Claibome Robins School of Busi-
ness, the T.C. Witliams School of
Law, the University Administra-
tion and the Board of Trusiees
before implementation.

The business school faculty was
scheduled o discuss the recom-
mendation at its meeting yester-

'l‘l;' committee also found no

duct or tendencics.
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“But the most disheartening
thing is that officers who have
admitied their sexual onentation
were discharged and billed for the
college loans paid by the LS. mil-

ary.

The University Departmem of
Defense Committee found no
case in which a University student
was dropped from ROTC for
being homosexual, Also, it found
no case in which a stadent who

Lambda Coalition conti

ing to do with the University’s
decision 1o review this issue, We
don’t want 1o see ROTC kicked

those

tion as it is for the ROTC 1o dis-
criminate against homosexuals.
We would {:n like to see the



