
Statement of Solidarity with the AAPI Community

To All Members of the University Community,

The undersigned faculty and staff of the University of Richmond are saddened and outraged by
the murders of eight people, six of them Asian and Asian American women, in spas near
Atlanta, Georgia earlier this week.  It is undeniable that incidents of harassment and violence
against Asian Americans are sharply on the rise.

Since the start of the pandemic, Asian Americans have increasingly been targeted and
attacked, as repugnant anti-Asian conspiracy theories have spread.  The fear and anxiety in
Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities is palpable.

We stand in solidarity with AAPI people and communities and our Asian international students,
recognizing that our values as a University community include diversity, equity, inclusion and
love for humanity.  We grieve with you for your losses, and we empathize with your pain.  When
part of our community is not safe, we must stand up against all hatred, racism and violence and
work to make love, acceptance and peace prevail.

We seek to meet our words with action.  First and foremost, we invite members of our University
community to become educated about recent attacks on AAPI communities (some useful
resources are provided below).  We can also seek out, listen to, and strengthen our
relationships with relatives, friends, neighbors, strangers and members of our University
community who identify as AAPI or are Asian international students.  We can call on Congress
to act by passing two House resolutions that condemn this rising tide of racist hatred and aim to
curb the damaging effects of anti-Asian bias and violence.

Let us reach out to provide comfort to those who are mourning.  Let us find the strength and
inspiration to use every ounce of strength we have in the service of building a world of inclusion,
justice and peace.

Links to resources:
AAPI hate reporting center
The National Asian Pacific American
Women’s Forum
Asian American Feminist Collective
Reports of AAPI hate crimes
Self Evident: a podcast of Asian American stories
Not So Slight: Combating mAcroagressions (Registration Site)

Signed,
Samuel A. Abrash
Ross Whitney-Abrash
Joanna Wares

https://www.adl.org/Anti-Asian-Hate?utm_medium=email&utm_source=whole&utm_campaign=antasamh2021&utm_content=e02
https://stopaapihate.org/
https://www.napawf.org/
https://www.napawf.org/
https://www.asianamfeminism.org/
https://www.adl.org/blog/reports-of-anti-asian-assaults-harassment-and-hate-crimes-rise-as-coronavirus-spreads
https://selfevidentshow.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfb-nZSpcI0lpop0yfhrqgeIzNBdiAKp1SUcGv5BfOTKFH4cw/viewform
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